Scrisoarea 29 din 1901, de Ellen White

,Catre biserica din Barbados

Dragi frati si surori,

Tmi pare riu s aud c3 treceti prin incercéri provocate de unii care pretind a crede adevirul.

Dumnezeu nu conduce pe cei care promoveaza actiuni precum rugaciunea cu ochii deschisi. Nu avem
nici o farama de dovezi ca lucrul acesta a fost practicat de catre ucenicii lui Hristos.

Scoaterea incaltamintei din picioare cand se intra in locasul de inchinare nu este o practica ceruta din
partea noastra. In vechime celor care activau in slujba sfant3 li se cerea atunci cand intrau in Sanctuarul
lui Dumnezeu sa-si scoata sandalele si sa-si spele picioarele pe care se pusese praful. Dar acum nu ni se
mai cere sa facem acest lucru.

Daca cei care pretind a crede adevarul sacru pentru acest timp s-ar intoarce la practicarea randuielilor
ceremoniale cerute evreilor, ce mesaj s-ar transmite fnaintea ingerilor si oamenilor?

Ar trebui sa facem tot posibilul sa curatam de pacat fiecare colt al inimii. Cei care in loc sa curete
templul sufletului practica ceremonii exterioare, gandindu-se ca acestea ii vor recomanda fnaintea lui
Dumnezeu, vor fi invaluiti cu intuneric spiritual, asa cum au patit evreii.

Pentru a asigura curatenia, Dumnezeu a cerut de la vechiul Israel sa faca diverse ceremonii. Acestea erau
necesare pentru a ilustra nevoia unei atentii deosebite in toate actiunile lor, pentru a fi paziti de orice
impuritate pe care era posibil sa o evite. Dar aceste ceremonii exterioare nu sunt cerute absolut deloc
poporului lui Dumnezeu din acest timp. Cand Hristos, purtatorul pacatelor noastre, a murit pe cruce,
aceste ceremonii si-au pierdut aplicabilitatea, pentru ca in moartea Sa tipul a Intalnit antitipul.

Cei care prezinta asemenea teste poporului lui Dumnezeu de astazi produc doar confuzie in mintea
oamenilor. Ei pun randuieli exterioare in locul adevarului pretios, facand ca faptele sa ia locul religiei
inimii si a vietii.

Dumnezeu a oferit un test intregii lumi. ,Domnul a vorbit lui Moise si a zis: ,Vorbeste copiilor lui Israel
si spune-le: ‘Sa nu care cumva sa nu tineti Sabatele Mele, caci acesta va fi intre Mine si voi, si urmasii
vostri, un semn dupa care se va cunoaste ca Eu sunt Domnul, care va sfintesc. Sa tineti Sabatul, caci el va
fi pentru voi ceva sfant. Cine il va calca va fi pedepsit cu moartea; cine va face vreo lucrare in ziua
aceasta va fi nimicit din mijlocul poporului sau. Sa lucrezi sase zile, dar a saptea este Sabatul, ziua de
odihna inchinata Domnului. Cine va face vreo lucrare in ziua Sabatului va fi pedepsit cu moartea. Copiii
lui Israel sa pazeasca Sabatul, praznuindu-I, ei si urmasii lor, ca un legdmant necurmat. Aceasta va fi intre
Mine si copiii lui Israel un semn vesnic, cdci in sase zile a facut Domnul cerurile si pdmantul, iar in ziua a
saptea S-a odihnit si a rasuflat.””

Acesta este testul Domnului. Sa nu ne coboram de la acesta spre teste fabricate de oameni.

Aceste inventii slabe, prezentate bisericii pentru instruire si practica, sunt inventii ale unor minti care au
nevoie ca Dumnezeu sa-i invete primele principii ale evangheliei lui Hristos.

Am primit de la Domnul avertizari pe care sa le adresez bisericilor adventiste de ziua a saptea. El mi-a
aratat ca Satana este inventatorul de povesti neimportante, fara sens, pe care le prezinta mintilor



oamenilor pentru a eclipsa adevarurile mari, inaltatoare, purificatoare pentru acest timp. Dusmanul se
straduieste prin aceste inventii mizerabile sa coboare principiile sacre ale adevarului, sa conduca mintea
departe de adevarul aducator de sanatate la ceremonii false.

Satana nu este multumit cand poporul lui Dumnezeu demonstreaza influenta Tnnobilatoare, inaltatoare
a adevarului asupra mintilor oamenilor. El este autorul povestilor prostesti pe care unii le-au prezentat.
Testele false, slabe pe care Satana ii conduce pe oameni sa le promoveze nu ar trebuie sa fie primite
sau tolerate in bisericile noastre.

Ideea ca rugaciunea trebuie facuta de credinciosi cu ochii deschisi, ca si cum ar privi la cer, este una
dintre povestile ieftine a lui Satana, iar scoaterea incaltamintei cand se intra in locasul de inchinare
este si ea o alta facatura de-a lui. Domnul nu este multumit atunci cand poporul Lui, care a primit
adevaruri atat de mari si nobile din Cuvantul Sau, permite ca mintile lor sa zaboveasca asupra povestilor
slabe si prostesti care mi-au fost prezentate pentru a ma exprima cu privire la ele.

Acestor suflete inselate li s-a spus ca sora White se roaga cu ochii deschisi. NU, sora White isi inchide
ochii atunci cand se roaga, pentru ca prin vederea spirituala sa poata privi la Mielul lui Dumnezeu care
ridica pacatul lumii.

Prin exercitarea credintei ne separam de umbra intunecata pe care Satana o arunca pe calea noastra. El
doreste ca noi sa privim la lucruri descurajatoare sau interzise ca sa nu obtinem vederi clare despre
Dumnezeu sau realitatile vesnice. Sa ne rugam cu ochii inchisi, sa privim prin credinta la Mantuitorul
care ne cunoaste slabiciunile, nevoile si care ne ajuta in neputinta noastra. ,Caci n-avem un Mare Preot
care sa n-aiba mila de slabiciunile noastre, ci Unul care Tn toate lucrurile a fost ispitit ca si noi, dar fara
pacat. Sa ne apropiem dar cu deplina incredere de scaunul harului ca sa capatam indurare si sa gasim
har, pentru ca sa fim ajutati la vreme de nevoie.” [Evrei 4:15, 16.]

Ca popor noi va trebui sa abordam toate felurile de pretinsi crestini. Vor fi din aceia care aduc pentru
temelie 0 mare cantitate de lemn, fan, paie, care vor fi arse de focul zilelor din urma, iar daca ei vor fi
mantuiti, va fi ca prin foc. Ei pot fi purificati si albiti si Tncercati doar printr-o pocainta si o convertire
hotarata.

,Luati seama dar la voi insiva si la toata turma peste care v-a pus Duhul Sfant episcopi, ca sa pastoriti
Biserica Domnului, pe care a castigat-o cu insusi sangele Sau. Stiu bine ca, dupa plecarea mea, se vor vari
intre voi lupi rapitori, care nu vor cruta turma, si se vor scula din mijlocul vostru oameni care vor invata
lucruri stricacioase, ca sa traga pe ucenici de partea lor.” (Fapte 20:28-30) Aici sunt prezentate clar
problemele care vor patrunde in biserica prin oameni care nu se multumesc sa aprofundeze lectiile
oferite lor prin Domnul lisus Hristos, care tot timpul cauta ceva nou si deosebit pentru a prezenta
altora ca lumina noua pe care alti oameni ar fi ignorat-o.

,»,Se vor scula din mijlocul vostru oameni care vor invata lucruri stricdcioase, ca sa traga pe ucenici de
partea lor.”

intotdeauna a fost voia lui Dumnezeu ca in toate orasele din America adventistii de ziua a saptea s& faca
o lucrare misionara vasta. Ar trebui construite biserici acolo unde in fiecare Sabat oamenii sa se poata
aduna pentru a se inchina lui Dumnezeu si pentru a auzi evanghelia. Ar trebui realizate eforturi serioase
pentru a face lucrarea necesara pentru acest timp. Scripturile trebuie deschise in fata tuturor celor care
primesc invitatia trimisa de Domnul de a veni si de a auzi mesajul trimis de Domnul poporului Sau.



Nici un om nu trebuie sa presupuna ca darul lui este atat de deplin si desavarsit incat sa acopere toate
nevoile bisericii. Fiecare talent si fiecare dar pe care Dumnezeu l-a pus in biserica trebuie sa fie
recunoscut si acceptat, dar trebuie exercitata multa precautie pentru a cerceta toate lucrurile si
pentru a pastra doar ce este bun.

Capitolul patru din Efeseni contine instructiuni pe care toti ar trebui sa le urmam. Dupa ce vorbeste
despre nevoia de unitate, apostolul spune: ,,ca sa nu mai fim copii, plutind Thcoace si incolo, purtati de
orice vant de invatatura, prin viclenia oamenilor si prin siretenia lor in mijloacele de amagire, ci,
credinciosi adevarului, in dragoste, sa crestem in toate privintele, ca sa ajungem la Cel ce este Capul,
Hristos.” (Efeseni 4:14,15) A transmite adevarul cu dragoste inseamna sa umblam in adevar, s
practicam adevarul in toate aspectele vietii, sa umblam demni de vocatia la care suntem chemati, facand
fapte care sd corespundd cu influenta indltitoare a adevarului. Inseamna s3 avem o credint3 care
lucreazd in dragoste si care purifica sufletul, ficandu-ne vii in Hristos. inseamna s avem in suflet apa vie
pe care o ofera Hristos si care tasneste in viata vesnica.

Slujitorii credinciosi ai evangheliei sunt adesea intristati de comportamentul acelor membri ai bisericii
care nu ajuta ci le pun piedici, facand munca lor dificila si impovaratoare, prin faptul ca aduc lucruri
ciudate, care nu se intemeiaza pe adevar, ci sunt lucruri false. Aceste persoane corup Cuvantul lui
Dumnezeu prin amestecarea lui cu opiniile lor omenesti, iar in felul acesta fac fara efect adevarurile
autentice care sunt un test pentru acest timp.

Slujba slujitorului evangheliei este una de o mare demnitate. Adevaratii slujitori ai evangheliei sunt
impreuna lucratori cu Dumnezeu in implinirea credincioasa a marelui Sau plan. Ca mesageri ai lui
Dumnezeu ei spun adevarul in dragoste. Ei sunt reprezentanti ai lui Hristos si chiar daca lucrarea lor este
adesea mult ingreunata, Dumnezeu fi va sustine impotriva oricarei critici daca ei vor fi credinciosi
principiilor, oricare ar fi implicatiile pentru ei.” Scrisoarea 29, 1901
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Varianta in original (engleza)
»To the church in Barbados
Dear brethren and sisters,—

| am sorry indeed to hear that you have been passing through trials caused by any who claim to believe
the truth.

God does not lead any man to advocate such actions as praying with the eyes open. We have not a
particle of evidence that this was done by the disciples of Christ.

Removing the shoes from the feet when entering the house of worship is not a duty required of us.
Anciently those who ministered in sacred office were required, upon entering the <sanctuary> of God,
to remove their sandals, <and wash their feet,> on which dust had accumulated. But there is not the
least occasion for this to be done now.



If those who claim to believe the sacred truth for this time should go back to the practice of the
ceremonial observances required from the Jews, what kind of a representation would be made before
angels and before men?

We should use the utmost care to cleanse every corner of the heart from sin. Those who, in the place
of cleansing the soul-temple, perform outward ceremonies, thinking that these will recommend them to
God, will find themselves enshrouded in spiritual darkness, even as were the Jews.

To insure cleanliness God required many ceremonies from ancient Israel. These ceremonies were to
illustrate the necessity of carefulness in all their actions, that they might be preserved from all the
impurity that it was possible for them to avoid. But these outward ceremonies have not the least
bearing upon the people of God at this time. When Christ, our Sin-bearer, died upon the cross, these
ceremonies lost their force; for in His death type met antitype.

Those who present such tests to the people of God today only confuse the mind. They put outward
performances in the place of the precious truth, making works take the place of religion of heart and
life.

God has given a test to all the world. “The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak thou also unto the
children of Israel, saying, Verily, my sabbaths ye shall keep; for it is a sign between me and you
throughout your generations; that ye may know that | am the Lord that doth sanctify you. Ye shall keep
the sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you; every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death; for
whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his people. Six days may work
be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord; whosoever doeth any work in the
sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to
observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a signh between me
and the children of Israel for ever; for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh
day he rested, and was refreshed.” [Exodus 31:12-17.]

This is the Lord’s test. Let us not descend from it to man-made tests.

These weak productions, presented to the church for their instruction and practice, are the production
of minds who need that One teach them the first principles of the gospel of Christ.

| have received from the Lord warnings to give to Seventh-day Adventist churches. He has instructed me
that Satan is the inventor of unimportant, nonsensical fables, which he presents to human minds to
eclipse the grand, elevating, purifying truths for this time. The enemy strives by these miserable
inventions to lower the sacred principles of truth, to lead the mind away from health-giving truth to
sham ceremonies.

Satan is not pleased when the people of God demonstrate the ennobling, elevating influence that pure
truth has upon human minds. He is the author of the silly fables which some have been presenting.
The cheap, weak tests which he leads men to advocate should not be received or tolerated in our
churches.

It would seem that the idea of believers praying with their eyes open, as though looking into heaven, is
one of Satan’s cheap fables, and the taking off the shoes when entering the house of worship is
another production of his. The Lord is not pleased when His people, who have received such grand,



noble truths from His Word, allow their minds to dwell on the wealk, silly fables which have been
presented to me for my opinion.

These deceived souls are told that Sister White prays with her eyes open. No, Sister White closes her
eyes when she prays, that with spiritual vision she may behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the
sin of the world.

By the exercise of faith we cleave the dark shadow which Satan throws across our pathway. He desires
us to look upon discouraging, forbidding things so that we shall not obtain clear views of God and
eternal realities. Let us pray with closed eyes, seeing by faith the Saviour who knows our every
weakness, our every necessity, and who helps our infirmities. “We have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in every time of need.” [Hebrews 4:15, 16.]

As a people we shall have to meet all classes of professed Christians. There will be those who will bring
to the foundation a large amount of wood, hay, stubble, which will be consumed by the fires of the last
day, and if they themselves are saved, it will be as by fire. Only by straightforward repentance and
conversion can they be purified and made white and tried.

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. For | know this,
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your
own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” [Acts 20:28-
30.] Here is plainly shown the difficulties that will come into the church through men who are not
satisfied to dwell upon the lessons given them by our Lord Jesus Christ; who are always seeking for
something strange and odd to present as new light which other men have overlooked.

“Of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”
[Verse 30.]

It has ever been the will of God that in all the cities of America Seventh-day Adventists should do a
widespread missionary work. Churches should be built where every Sabbath the people may assemble
to worship God and to hear the gospel. Earnest efforts should be made to do the work which should be
done at the present time. The Scriptures are to be opened to all who comply with the invitation that the
Lord sends to come and listen to the message the Lord sends to His people.

One man is not to suppose the his gift is so full and perfect that it will supply all the church requires.
Every talent and every gift that God has set in the church is to be recognized and acknowledged, but
great caution is to be exercised to prove all things and hold fast only that which is good.

The fourth chapter of Ephesians contains instruction which we should all heed. After speaking of the
need of unity, the apostle says, “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head,
even Christ.” [Verses 14, 15.] To speak the truth in love means to walk in the truth, to practice the truth
in all the transactions of life, to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith we are called, doing works which
correspond to the elevating influence of the truth. It means to have a faith which works by love and



purifies the soul, making us alive in Christ. It means to have in the soul the living water, which <Christ
gives, and which> springs up unto everlasting life.

Faithful ministers of the gospel are often made sorrowful by the conduct of those members of the
church who do not help, but hinder them, making their work severe and taxing by bringing in strange
things, which have no foundation in truth, but are a tissue of falsehood. These persons corrupt the Word
of God by mingling with it their human opinions, thus making the genuine testing truths for this time of
none effect.

The office of minister of the gospel is one of high dignity. True gospel ministers are co-laborers with God
in the faithful accomplishment of His great plan. As God’s messengers, they speak the truth in love. They
are representatives of Christ, and though their work is often made very hard, yet God will sustain them
against all criticism if they will be true to principle, whatever this may mean to them.” Lt 29, 1901
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